
 
June 9, 2021 

 

Senator Sherrod Brown 

503 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Brown 

As you well know, Eastgate Regional Council of Governments is a voluntary association of local governments in Northeast 
Ohio, Ashtabula County, Mahoning County, Trumbull County, and all cities, villages, and townships in the counties are 
members.  

Although our members are unique, they share many common interests. Eastgate brings communities together to create a 
unified voice in areas such as transportation, water and air quality, land use planning, and local infrastructure projects. 

As part of our mandate, we have a great deal of interest in the health and vitality of the communities we serve, and that 
includes a key issue that negatively impacts the health and vitality of those communities, summarized under the term 
“blight.” Blight is the consequence of collapsed or relocated major industries, large businesses and smaller entities, on down 
the economic food chain. 

Our communities happen to represent ground zero in the de-industrialization of our country that started right here with the 
death of the steel industry and subsequently infected the northwest and ultimately the rest of the nation. Thus, in pandemic 
terms, our communities were “patient zero” in the economic malaise that has infected our county. That has produced blight 
in just about every corner of region. The problem with blighted properties is that they are both expensive to cure and difficult 
to repurpose. Which brings me to the purpose of this letter. 

National Commonwealth Group, a locally based non-profit economic development organization, has developed a unique and 
potentially highly effective program do deal with blight on an inclusive basis. They fully describe that program in the 
following online document titled Troubled Asset Purchase Program found here: 
https://scf.green/doc/TroubledAssetProgram.pdf. 

We would like you to know that this could be one of the best solutions we have ever seen to address this problem and that 
we support their efforts. And wherever we can, we will assist them in the pursuit of its objectives.  

However, there are certain things that the Biden administration and/or Congress can do to greatly facilitate those objectives. 
Those actions are described in another of their documents titled Virtual Currencies, IRS, Treasury & Federal Reserve found 
here: https://scf.green/doc/VirtualCurrenciesIRS-FED.pdf. We agree with the need for those actions and encourage you and 
your colleagues in Congress and the administration to put in place their recommendations.  

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Respectfully, 

 

James Kinnick, P.E.  

Executive Director 

 


